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an apologetic tone. But the anti-English policy, whose theorist
was Holstein,1 was not abandoned; and at home from the
emperor down they used the 'flying squadron' as a new and
potent argument for creating a great German navy.
The telegram worsened the South African sequel of the Raid.
It blunted British repudiation of Rhodes and the Raiders.
Following the fiasco Sir Hercules Robinson hastened to Pretoria
—in no position now to mediate with a high hand. Kruger used
him to obtain the unconditional surrender of the Johannesburg
rebels. Their leaders were put on trial in the Transvaal; four
(including Rhodes's brother) were condemned to death, and
fifty-nine to various periods of imprisonment with fines of £2,000
each. Chamberlain with difficulty got the death sentences com-
muted, and the others partially revised. Meanwhile the Raiders
had been handed over to the British government; and Jameson
with the officers of his force stood in the dock at Bow Street. Sent
for trial cat Bar5 before three eminent judges,2 they were con-
victed and properly sentenced. But the effect on opinion abroad,
and especially in the Transvaal, was more than cancelled by a
fever of London enthusiasm for the accused. Although in the
main a reaction against the Kruger telegram (and chiefly metro-
politan at that), it helped foreigners to view the whole nation
as Jameson's accomplices. Already on 4 March a pro-Kruger
candidate, Marthinus Steyn, had been elected president of the
Orange Free State against J. G. Fraser, the leader of the moderate
party. A year later (17 March 1897) Steyn signed at Bloemfon-
tein a treaty of offensive and defensive alliance with the Transvaal.
The deeper problems of the Raid's authorship were referred
to a select committee of the house of commons. Chamberlain
himself was a member, and the opposition representatives in-
cluded Harcourt, Campbell-Bannerman, and Labouchere. The
committee sat five months; heard Chamberlain, Rhodes, and a
multitude of witnesses; and reported in July 1897, severely cen-
suring Rhodes, but entirely acquitting Chamberlain and the
colonial office.3 This finding was supported by Harcourt and
Campbell-Bannerman, and indeed by the whole committee save
Labouchere and an Irish member. But there was a fatal flaw
1	Sec his memorandum of 30 December 1895 (Die Grossc Politik, xi (1933), 67-9).
2	The lord chief justice (Lord Russell of Killowen), Baron Pollock, and Mr. Jus-
tice Hawkins.
3	Though the imperial secretary at the Gape and another official were censured.
The Report (Gd. 311) is still the most valuable document for the Raid episode.

